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Introduction 
 
When a child is admitted to The Beeches Children’s Home many parents ask 
questions such as: 
 

• How can I support my child? 
• How can I support the staff at The Beeches? 
• How can I support my child’s education? 
• How can I attend meetings about my child? 
• How can I give financial support to my child? 
• How can I get involved? 
• How do I make my feelings known? 

 
 
The aim of this booklet is to hopefully answer many of the anxieties and 
questions you may have regarding the care and welfare of your child whilst 
they live at The Beeches Children’s Home.  We all want your child to be happy 
whilst living in the home, and fundamental to this aspiration is the creation of 
a mutually honest relationship of shared parental responsibility between you 
and us, which has the best interests of your child at heart. 
 
Your child needs to know that we are all interested in: 
 
◊   Being Healthy; that we jointly enhance the physical, mental and 
      emotional health of your child, by the promotion of healthy  
      lifestyles and health education. 
 
◊   Staying Safe; that we jointly protect your child from 
      maltreatment, neglect, violence, bullying, discrimination,  
      anti-social behaviour and injury by the creation of a safe and 
      secure environment underpinned by firm boundaries, risk  
      assessments and mutual expectations based on mutuality and  
      the respect of others. 
 
◊   Enjoy and Achieve; that we jointly promote the attendance and  
      achievement of your child at school, and the creation of personal  
      and social life enriching and development opportunities for your  
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      child. 
 
◊   Making a positive contribution;  that we develop a partnership in 
      which you and your child are part of a joint decision making and  
      the drive toward the creation of positive relationships,  
      enterprising behaviour and self-confidence. 
 
◊  Achieving Economic Well-being;  that we jointly plan leaving care  
    and independence by the promotion of career and citizenship  
    opportunities through further education and training, life skills  
    and employment. 
 
 
 
Who is responsible for your child whilst they 
l ive at The Beeches? 
 
Many parents are often confused about who is responsible for their 
child when they are in Public Care, living away from the family.  Many 
parents and indeed children ask: 
 

�   What is Parental Responsibility? 
�   Who has it? 
�   How can it be shared with the Local Authority? 
 

The following will explain many of these questions but should you still 
be in doubt you are advised that you should seek your own 
independent legal advice regarding Parental Responsibility. 
 
What is Parental Responsibil ity? 
In law (Children Act 1989) parental responsibility is defined as “all the 
rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority that by law a 
parent of a child has in relation to the child and his property”.  Parental 
responsibility is concerned with bringing the child up, caring for 
him/her and making decisions about him/her. 
 
Who has Parental Responsibil ity? 
In law the child’s mother always has parental responsibility for her 
child.  This cannot be removed whatever other orders are made (unless 
the child is made the subject of an Adoption Order). 
 
The child’s father will have parental responsibility for the child if: - 

• He was married to the child’s mother at the time of the child’s 
birth; 

• The child’s parents subsequently marry; 
• If he is registered as the child’s father on the birth certificate 

(after 1st December 2003); 
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• If he enters into a parental responsibility agreement with the 
mother; 

• If he obtains a parental responsibility order from the Court; 
• If he obtains a Residence Order in his favour from the Court; 
• If he is appointed the child’s guardian; 
• If he adopts the child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who has “Parental Responsibil ity” for your 
child at The Beeches? 
 
Your child may enter Public Care and become looked after by the Local 
Authority because she/he is the subject of a Care Order.  As you will 
know, this can only be made by a court of law. 
 
When a child is living at The Beeches and subject to a Care Order then 
the Local Authority share the parental responsibility for your child with 
you, the parent.  Under a Care Order the Local Authority has the power 
to determine the extent to which you, the child’s parents, can meet 
your parental responsibility. 
 
Most children living in Public Care in Children’s Homes are not the 
subject of Care Orders.  Most children are “Accommodated”. 
 
Your child may be such a child who has entered Public Care by way of a 
voluntary agreement between the Local Authority and yourself (the 
parent) under Sect 20 of the Children Act 1989.  Such children are 
often described as being “Accommodated”. 
 
Under such an agreement the Local Authority does not acquire 
parental responsibility for the child. 
 
You as the parent and holder of “Parental Responsibility” will remain 
legally responsible for your child.  This means you will still be 
responsible for all usual costs associated with bringing children up i.e. 
clothes, toiletries etc, and being responsible for your child’s school 
attendance and criminal or deviant behaviour. 
 
Your child may also have been admitted to the Public Care by way of 
remand to Local Authority accommodation while awaiting trial or 
sentence for a criminal offence.  Again, in these circumstances the 
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Local Authority does not acquire the parental responsibility for the 
child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can Parental Responsibil ity be shared? 
 
The Parental responsibility of your child can be shared through a 
“Partnership of Care”. 
 
In law, a “partnership of care” refers to all those with Parental 
Responsibility and others caring for children to work together, so that 
the welfare of each child remains paramount and at the centre of all 
decisions about them. 
 
The Local Authority, which includes all staff at The Beeches, will 
therefore endeavour to work with you and others in partnership in 
order to: 
 

a) avoid the need to apply for a Care Order unless we feel the 
safety and well being of your child is seriously at risk, and; 

b) to ensure that your child fully enjoys the benefits of those 
people and agencies responsible for them, s that we can all 
prepare them for either a successful return home, or a 
successful move into independence. 
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Accommodation and Location 
 
The Beeches is a detached house with a good sized enclosed garden, 
situated at the end of a private drive off Scorcher Hills Lane in 
Burghwallis.  The home is close to the town centre of Doncaster, which 
is served by an excellent range of transport, shopping, leisure, 
recreation and eating facilities. 
 
Your child will share the house with two other children aged between 
10 and 17, who each have their own separate bedroom.  Your child will 
also have the use of a family room, computer room and study room, 
TV and music lounge, a dining room, telephone and garden. 
 
Should your child choose to stay at The Beeches after the age of 16, 
then we would hope that you will help us and our partners in the 
development of a leaving care/career plan.  Part of this e that they 
maintain either a further education placement or something similar. 
 
The home is situated in Burghwallis which is just off the A1 (M)  There 
is a direct link road accessed from the South-bound carriageway of the 
A1 (M) which gives direct access to Scorcher Hills Lane. 
 
Doncaster is well served for public transport and has a transport 
interchange which provides a regular and frequent train and bus 
service. 
 
The address and telephone numbers are available from the home. 
 
N.b.  Please ask staff at the home for details regarding the best times 
to ring your child. 
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Being Healthy 
 
At The Beeches we will encourage your child to lead a healthy life-
style.  Your child’s physical fitness is important not only with regard to 
their health prospects in later life, but also with regard to their current 
self esteem levels and feelings of self-worth. 
 
We require help from you in the form of encouragement and interest in 
the pursuit of healthy lifestyles and physical exercise for your child.  It 
is vitally important for us to achieve this goal. 
 
At The Beeches we recognise the need to lead a healthy lifestyle 
through nutrition and diet.  We supply a good, regular and healthy 
supply of fresh food, which is essential for the physical and mental 
development of your child.  We also recognise the social advantages 
that eating together brings and therefore encourage collective 
participation. 
 
Mealtimes are usually: 
Breakfast    -  7.30 am to 8.45 am 
(Holidays)    -  7.30 am to 9.30 am 
Brunch (Saturdays)   -         11.00 am to 12 noon 
Lunch (Weekends/holidays) -         12.30 pm to 1.30 pm 
Evening Meal    -  5.30 pm to 6.30 pm 
Supper    -  8.00 pm to 9.00 pm 
 
At The Beeches we don’t have a cook to prepare our meals.  The staff 
and children all cook meals together.  Your child will be able to choose 
from a range of different healthy dishes, which will include fresh 
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vegetables and fruit.  We are always sensitive and mindful of cultural 
and religious preferences and will consult fully with you regarding your 
particular child’s needs.  All the children are asked about their food 
preferences and these are incorporated into the weekly menus.  We 
also have regular themed cuisine nights so that the children can 
experience different styles of food. 
 
Again, we would like you to continue the practice of regularity and 
nutritional choice when your child is on home visits. 
 
At the Beeches your child will be encouraged to develop healthy life 
skills further by way of food hygiene training and opportunities to 
budget, prepare and cook food for themselves. 
 
Your child’s key-workers will register him/her with a doctor, dentist and 
optician and make and sustain regular health appointments. 
 
 
 
 
The Beeches is a non-smoking establishment.  We recognise and 
acknowledge the potential health risks and the long-term financial 
implications for children who acquire the habit and we will actively 
discourage the habit regardless of whether you as a parent have given 
permission.  For those children who request help in giving it up, then 
we will put them in touch with people and organisations who can help. 
 
We need you to help your child toward a healthy future by not 
encouraging him/her to smoke. 
 
The staff at The Beeches will not allow drugs or alcohol to enter or be 
consumed in the house and, if found will take them away and dispose 
of them.  If your child has real health and safety risks associated with 
drug or alcohol abuse, then staff will notify colleagues and partners 
within our partnership of care who may offer the appropriate 
information and support.  If your child regularly brings in or deals in 
drugs this will compromise the safety of the other children in the 
home, your child will then be subject to the Unacceptable Behaviour 
Policy that could ultimately result in them being removed from the 
home. 
 
We require help from you, regardless of your own personal 
circumstances, to discourage all forms of substance abuse.  It is 
essential that if we are to promote a healthy future for your child 
he/she is protected from these abusive and threatening habits. 
 
The staff at The Beeches recognise that in order to achieve the full 
educational and health potential of your child, it is necessary to 
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promote regular and consistent bedtimes.  For most children this 
means that we expect them to be in their bedrooms before 10pm. 
 
We expect you to support this position particularly if your child returns 
to you to have overnight contact and maintain the established pattern. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staying Safe 
 
The staff at The Beeches regard the safety of your child as paramount 
and as such need to know where your child is at any given time.  If 
your child leaves the building outside their normal school routine, then 
we would want them to give us information regarding their 
whereabouts, contact addresses, names of friends and relevant phone 
numbers and agree about sensible times of return.  We will stress from 
day one to your child the importance telling staff where they are 
going, and what time they will be back. 
 
Staff at The Beeches follow Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council’s 
Missing from Care Policy in which you are partners to the process of 
investigation and recovery should your child be reported missing. 
 
We, at The Beeches would expect you, our partner in care, to contact 
the Home as soon as possible, should your child arrive at your home 
unexpectedly or outside the normal contact arrangements. 
 
When your child arrives at The Beeches they will do a fire drill to make 
sure they know how and where to get out of the building as quickly as 
possible should there be need to. 
 
Your child will have their own private bedroom, which they are able to 
lock.  Staff at the home have master keys and will enter your child’s 



 11 

room should they think that anyone or anything posses a threat to the 
safety of your child or others resident in the building. 
 
Your child also has a secure box placed in his/her room where they can 
lock away things that are valuable to them. 
 
Staff at the home posses duplicate keys and will gain access to the 
box should they suspect that items kept there pose a risk or threat to 
the safety of your child or others. 
 
We would advise all children to keep items of high value with you the 
parent, however, staff will with your agreement hold items such as 
passports and birth certificates in a secure place.  Receipts for such 
items will be held on record. 
 
Your child will not be allowed to bring to the house or purchase items 
such as guns or imitation guns, knives, swords, catapults or bows and 
arrows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would expect you as partners in care not to purchase for your child 
any such items or similar objects which pose a risk or threat to the 
safety of others in the home.  Any such items found will be 
confiscated and destroyed. 
 
It is inevitable that sometimes children living at The Beeches get upset 
or angry and in some cases appear to be out of control.  If your child 
reached the stage where they pose a risk or threat to the safety of 
themselves or others, then the staff are instructed to restrain the child 
who presents the risk. 
 
Staff at The Beeches will always put your child’s safety first and will 
not let him/her harm or injure others. In order to hold your child safely, 
all staff at The Beeches are trained and re-accredited annually in Team 
Teach which is the preferred training programme for both restraint and 
de-escalation techniques. 
 
We need you to understand that sometimes in the interests of safety 
your child may be restrained. 
 
Should your child be the subject of a restraint incident at The Beeches 
then the circumstances, duration and subsequent events will be 
recorded in a bound and numbered book.  The detail of this event will 
then be forwarded to your child’s social worker and the whole episode 
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will be open to scrutiny and inspection by our Reg 33 inspector and by 
CSCI. 
 
Bullying at the home is not acceptable.  If your child feels that they are 
being bullied, then the manager and staff at the home will act 
immediately in order to protect your child.  If however your child did 
not feel satisfied with the outcome of this process then they have the 
right to voice their concerns to the Children’s Rights Officer who visits 
the children every month. 
 
If your child bullies other children in the home then they may be 
subject to outcome of the Unacceptable Behaviour Policy, the result of 
which may lead them to be removed from the home. 
 
We need your help and understanding in order to reinforce the 
message to your child that bullying, bit it verbal or physical is totally 
unacceptable in society.  We need your help and understanding in 
order to reinforce the message to your child that bullying, be it verbal 
or physical is totally unacceptable.  Your child needs to develop into an 
adult who is accepting of different cultures, genders and religions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoy and Achieve 
 
Every child at The Beeches is expected to go to school.  Your child’s 
education is fundamental to the partnership of care, and ultimately 
leads to your child achieving adulthood free from State intervention. 
 
Staff at The Beeches takes the education of your child extremely 
seriously.  Your child’s key-worker will do everything they can to 
support your child in their school and help them keep up with their 
studies, by encouraging homework, reading and visits to places of 
interest and culture. 
 
Key-workers will also attend school reviews and ensure your child has 
current PEP’s and IEP’s . 
 
We expect you as parents to reinforce education by showing interest 
and enthusiasm for both attendance and the attainment of your child 
at school.  Regardless of your own past experiences you may have had 
at school we want you to elevate the education of your child as the 
most important factor in their lives. 
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Your child needs to know that you are interested and concerned about 
their education.  Children whose parents show little interest in school 
tend to be less successful in life. 
 
Your child will have use of a study in which we have a computer linked 
to the internet, primarily for your child’s homework, all computer 
access will be fitted with a filter system which denies your child access 
to pornographic or violent sites.   
 
Staff are available to help and support your child with nightly 
homework sessions.  Your child will also have access to educational 
DVD’s and Video’s and will be shown and encouraged to use the library 
service. 
 
We would expect you to support us in the protection of your child.  
When hour child’s on home visits do not allow them to have access to 
sites on the internet or watch films or DVD’s films that are likely to 
significantly harm or adversely influence their behaviour. 
 
Your child will be expected to attend school or similar education 
provision regularly.  This school timetable will form the basis of their 
weekly plan for which they may be paid incentive money on top of 
their pocket money.  The weekly plan will be drawn up by your child’s 
key-workers who will make flexible arrangements around such things as 
fixed term exclusions and school transfers. 
 
We will expect you to continually emphasise to your child the 
importance of school attendance and achievement.  Your child needs 
to know that your are interested and concerned about their future. 
 
Whilst your child is at The Beeches the concept of education will be 
developed further by access to books and magazines, membership of 
the library and if need be, specialist help from an advisory teacher. 
 
This theme of informal education is developed further by the creation 
of life enriching experiences such as foreign holidays, visits to the 
theatre and cinema, cultural visits, sporting activities, camping etc;  all 
of which help your child develop the necessary skills for future life. 
 
We require you to help this process further by way of encouragement 
and actively taking an interest with your child in quality TV, art, 
technology and culture. 
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Make a Positive Contribution 
 
We will encourage the development of a partnership in which you, your 
child and the staff are part of a joint decision-making process, which 
will underpin the drive towards the creation of positive relationships, 
enterprising behaviour and self-confidence. 
 
Your child will be able to do this through regular children’s meetings, 
where issues and concerns the children may have are aired and 
recorded. Staff then formally discuss action points from these 
meetings and if practical, these are ratified. 
 
We recognise that your child will experience difficulties living with two 
other children, all of whom are unique with different habits, likes, 
dislikes and expectations. 
 
In order to help your child he/she will have access to “I Want You To 
Know Forms” in which he/she can write to the manager of the home 
about a difficulty or concern.  The manager will always answer and 
rectify the concern as quickly as possible. 
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Failing this, your child will be able to voice his/her concerns to the 
visiting Children’s Rights Officer, Regulation 33 Inspector or the 
OFSTED inspector, who may dependent upon the seriousness of the 
concern, take it up with the manager of the home. 
 
If your child makes a verbal or written claim to a difficulty or concern 
his/her request will be treated with the utmost urgency and respect 
and written copies of outcomes will be available to your child and for 
inspection purposes. 
 
As a parent you may well have concerns of your own regarding the 
health, care, education or social well being of your child whilst they are 
resident in the home.  We welcome your views and concerns.  You can 
do this formally if you attend your child’s review, by writing a letter to 
do this formally if you attend your child’s review by writing a letter to 
the manager or by telephoning the home direct and speaking to any 
member of staff.  Staff at the home will treat your concern with the 
greatest of respect and urgency and if necessary forward it to the 
manager.  If he/she cannot deal with it, they will notify or make 
enquiries with our relevant fellow partners in care. 
 
When voicing a concern to the home we would ask you to consider 
your own role in this process.  You share parental responsibility, and as 
such we will focus more intently on those concerns which have the 
best interests of your child at heart. 
 
We insist that you treat the staff dealing with the concern with dignity 
and respect and above all give them reasonable time to action your 
concerns.  Often very little is achieved for the child when parents make 
phone calls to the home at inappropriate times or when they present 
as abusive or hostile to staff on duty. 
 
You can always phone to make an appointment to come and see your 
own child’s key-workers or the manager. 
 
Some parents may feel concern that they feel “left out” in their duty 
of care if not given the opportunity to regularly purchase their own 
child’s clothes or toiletries. Parents may feel that their own children 
feel that they have been rejected if they are not able to provide these 
items. We welcome purchases such as these, which helps children to 
feel secure in their relationship. 
 
We will keep you informed with regard to purchases of uniforms and 
casual clothes so that you can make your contributions.  It is really 
important that your child knows that you do not reject them and this 
is a sure way of reflecting this. 
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Achieve Economic Well-being 
 
From the age of 14 your child will be helped to learn how to look after 
themselves in the future.  They will be given opportunities through the 
SORTED programme to learn how to cook, how to budget and pay bills, 
save money and how to look after their health and generally care for 
themselves. 
 
Your child will be given access to advice, information and help 
regarding further education, careers and housing from linked 
Connexions and Leaving Care Workers. 
 
Throughout your child’s stay at The Beeches the consistent message 
we all need to give your child is one of Partnership.  Your child needs 
to know that your ambitions are the same as ours. 
 
Each child who lives at The Beeches must reach their full potential with 
regard to: 
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�   Education 
�   Health 
�   Self Determination 
�   Citizenship 
�   Independence  
 
 
 
 
 
We can only achieve this working together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For your notes… 
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